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What is Digital Medievalist?

● Community of Practice established in 2003
● Encourages good practices in digital medieval 

resource creation
● Entirely self-defining community: membership is by 

joining mailing list (currently 537 members)
● Things we run:

● Mailing List
● Open Access Peer-

Reviewed Journal
● Conference Sessions

Wiki & FAQ
News Server
 DM on Twitter
 DM on Facebook





Digital Medievalist Board

● Entirely elected volunteer executive board; 2 year 
term

● Responsible for the day-to-day running of DM
● Publishes the open access journal, etc.
● No income; all work & resources donated
● Current membership: Marjorie Burghart, James 

Cummings, Daniel O'Donnell, Dot Porter, Malte 
Rehbein,  Roberto Rosselli Del Turco, Torsten 
Schassan, and Peter Stokes



Digital Medievalist Infrastructure

DMEditors Wiki
● Stores Workflow

Hilda
●DM Preview
●SVN Backup
●5min Update

Bede

●VM at Uleth.ca
●DM Website
●DM Wiki
●DM Journal
●DM SVN Repository
●Newsfeed
●Nightly Update

digitalmedievalist.
wordpress.com

Various via SVN

Google Apps

Twitter



Digital Medievalist Technologies

● Subversion for version control feeds everything
● Apache Cocoon + Jetty + Custom XSLT + CSS
● DM Wiki + DMEditor's Wiki = Mediawiki 
● dm-l@uleth.ca mailing List = mailman
● board and editors@digitalmedievalist.org actually 

Google Apps mailing lists
● Formats: TEI XML, XSLT 1.0, Xinclude, Atom, 

XHTML+CSS
● Ubuntu Linux LTS servers



Digital Medievalist and the TEI

● We use TEI P5 XML for our website
● Journal has 2 issues that are P4, rest are P5
● TEI used for two different functions: 

– Website: minimal, html like, but revisionDesc

– Journal: TEI-Lite like, structured use of header, some 
need for basic multimedia, references, <bibl>

● Overall, our use of TEI for DM is predictably quite 
simple

● Benefits of using TEI? 



A Digital Medievalist ODD?

● DM does not currently use a schema for its website 
or journal

● I created ODD and generated schema for the 
journal, but we don't actually use it

● In our workflow if someone adds something outside 
the norm, then they know they need to add the 
XSLT (or have me do so)

● The benefit of a tighter constrained schema would 
be reigning in those who want to do complicated 
TEI, but this has not been a problem



Digital Medievalist XSLT

● DM Website and Journal have separate XSLT
● DM Website XSLT is loosely structured, mostly 

semantic renamings to XHTML 
● DM Journal XSLT is more rigidly structured, and 

includes evolutionary complexities
● As all XML and XSLT is in SVN any DM Board 

member can add new markup and then the XSLT 
to process it

● Although using XSLT 2.0 would make life easier 
we've stuck with XSLT 1.0 so far





TEI and Journal Publishing
● http://www.digitalmedievalist.org/journal/5/fischer/  

– SVN: /journal/5/fischer/final/fischer.xml
● with /journal/5/fischer/final/support/fischer.xsl (or graphics)

● http://www.digitalmedievalist.org/journal/working/author/  

– SVN: /journal/pending/author/working/author.xml
● with /journal/pending/author/working/support/author.xsl (once 

XML created)
● .../working/ dirs preserved alongside published version with 

readers' reports, original formats, in SVN but not web 
accessible

● All fed from subversion for editorial collaboration

http://www.digitalmedievalist.org/journal/5/fischer/
http://www.digitalmedievalist.org/journal/working/author/


Publishing A Digital Medievalist Issue

● 'svn move' rejected articles to /journal/rejected
● 'svn mkdir'  a /journal/# where #= issue number 
● 'svn move' /journal/pending/* to /journal/#/*
● for each article:

●  svn copy /journal/#/authorname/working to 
/journal/#/authorname/final (only authorname.xml and 
support/authorname.xsl and any supporting graphics)

● make a journal/#/index.xml entry that points to the article
● proofread, double-check, hack XSLT if needed

● add an XInclude to journal/index.xml to include the 
new journal issue

● Triple-check; proofread; announce to lists



Digital Medievalist News Feed

Bede

● News Posting Form
● News Article Display
● Atom Feed

digitalmedievalist.
wordpress.com

wget 
atom.xml 
every 15 

mins
(if new)

wget 
atom.xml 
every 15 

mins
(if new)

News posting form emails a 
'pending' post to Wordpress

News posting form emails a 
'pending' post to Wordpress

DM ApprovalDM Approval

DM-L
Mailing 

List
Post to DM-L (if new)Post to DM-L (if new)

digitalmedieval
on

Twitter





The Future of Digital Medievalist?

● Community: continued growth, enthusiastic, 
though mailing list discussion sporadic

● Technology: Too many linked points of failure; 
simultaneously too many eggs in one basket

● Hosting: Should we migrate to third-party solution?
● Funding: Is it sustainable to run all this for free? 

Potentially funding for one-off workshops?
● Many of you, even those who aren’t medievalists, 

are members of Digital Medievalist: so where do 
you want it to go?
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